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to convince themselves on the spot that all classes of
sian society are inspired with the desire to have Russia
-able to take up energetically her mission as the Protectress
of the Slav world. Serbia and Montenegro must hold them-
selves ready to complete their union by the occupation of
Novi Bazar and to invade Bosnia and Herzegovina. Bul-
garia must be ready to seize the territories promised to her
in the Treaty of St. Stefano and extend herself to the gates
of Constantinople. The Young Turk regime cannot last
much longer and the liquidation of Turkey is much nearer
than one might suppose. This will be the moment for
Russia, in union with the other Slav peoples, to realize Slav
ideals and prevent Austria and Germany from exploiting
Turkey to their own advantage. Meanwhile all Slav peo-
ples must unite in solidarity and work especially to increase
their economic strength. ' They must shut out German
commerce and industry from their territories by a radical
boycott. As for the money needed by the Slavs of the
Balkans for their military preparations, Russia will furnish
this directly or procure it with the help of France and Eng-
land. Certainly within two or three years at the most, the
time will come when the Slav World under Russian leader*
ship must strike the great blow.80
soBrockdorff-Rantzau, German Charge d'Affaires in Vienna to Beth-
mann, July 25, 1909; G.P., XXVI, 844 f. For Russian eftorts to provide
financial aid, both directly and by means of loans from France, to provide
the Balkan states with, munitions of war, see L.N., I, 283 ff.; II, 155ff.f
233f., 242f., 262f.; Stieve, Nos. 280, 283, 317, 346, 1070, 1082, 1101, 1169,
1201, 1205, 1217-8, 1223-4, 1233-5, 1245-1250, 1322, 1328, 1330, 1335, 1346,
1348, 1356, 1363, 1365, 1374; Siebert-Schreiner pp. 312, 339ff., 451 ff.;
Poincare, II, 33, 49 ff.
French investments, including both Government loans and private
banking investments, in the Balkan states (not including Turkey) rose from
920 million francs in 1902 to 3,130 million in 1914, an increase of 242%;
her investments in Russia rose from 6,900 million in 1902 to 11,300 in
1914, an increase of 63%; while French total foreign investments, even
including her own colonies, rose from 20,860 million in 1902 to 38,230
in 1914, an increase of only 83%; figures for 1902' from Bulletin de Star
tistique et de Legislation Comparee, Oct. 1902; figures for 1914 from
H. G. Moulton The French Debt Problem (N. Y., 1925), p. 20. As French